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The other frontline workers of the pandemic

Across India, grassrootsworkers engaged in developmental work have taken on the role of keeping rural communities safe, writes Veenu Sandhu
s

distribute ration, dail! kits

1 the last few weeks, Manisha
Ghule and her team of 30-odd
women have been sleeping for

barely three to four hours a day. The
sugarcane cutters, who head to
Kamataka and western

which, until now, didn'teven remotely
feature in their scheme of things.
Ghule and Sharma are of a vast
grassroots network built and culrivated
mmemrummm which was set up

every year in search of work, have
returned to their villages in Beed, the
Maharashtra’s

effective is that the people carrying out
the work are those who belong to those
veryareas, speakthe local language and
have the trust of the communities.
Sandeep Kumar, for example, is a

by the Cx member of a farmer cooperative socie-
(@in 2001 v rict. The socie-
activities across Indla. In this critical Tty was formed by CIT 2019

exercises in the villages.

‘Harminder Sidhu, a promoter of a
farmer producer on (FFO) In
the Raikot hlockol’{ udhiana mPunnh

was a news story that a family in
Ludhiana had refused ro accept the
Dody of an elderly woman who had died
of Covid-19” says Sidhu. “Doctors, police

volunteers. uxemm mdhumdl-?(x
such as his have been associated with
CllF includ-

and the are already
stretched: they shouldn't have to deal
with such problems too” So now

are made twice a day

Ghule's personal network extends.
to Anganwadi and Asha workers. And
then there are other NGOs she s coor-
dinating with. Such a web of networks.
exists in other states too, making these
grassroots workers a fortified force, one:
that we need in this trying time.

“Yes, we face problems when we go
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is helping reach out to over 5,000 fami-
lies across 300 villages.

Over a thousand kilometres away,
in Rajasthan’s Tonk district, Rama
Sharma s doing the same for some 300
families from the nomadic Banjara,
Madari and Qalandar tribes. Besides
distributing ration, ks

spread of thevirus, are alsobeing under-
taken. The CII Foundation alone, for
instance, has carried out Covid-19 relief
work and awareness initiatives among
nomadic tribes, agricultural women
workers, daily wage earners and the
impoverished and oppressed Musahar

aCIOS Seven states,

ers to them, she and her team have
been relling them about the virus that
has brought the world 1o a standstill.
They have taken on the task of explain-
ing [othe villagers why it is important
for them and their children fo fre-

“All ofthese initiatives, amongst oth-

industry body is able to
design its relief strategy according 1o
the needs of the villages.

“The concept of soclal distancing
does not exist in villages,” says Kumar,
“So we really had to work hard to tell

relief kits and 25,000 sani-

tiser bottles. "We were judicious in

their distribution, keeping those who

E0 out into the fields and are, there-
fore, more vulnerable as priority.”

All the chaupals (community

themwiy away from
one another, n:mamhnmz and decon-
taminate whatever essentials they
bought” Besides ensuring that

erefforts, are being funded by our mem-
ber where are
contributing either in cash or kind,” says
CIl Director General Chandrajit
Banerjee. “CIL is facilitatingthe transla-

the effect are made
fromthe templesand gurudwaras inthe
villages, moming and evening, Kumar
and his team have also distributed pam-

shut down and the village
yUuthwer! roped in toguard the routes
tothe villages from 6 am to 8 pm. “The
idea is toget people to avoid all unnec-
essary Lavel to and from the village.”
says Sidhu. A local artist was also
brought on board [o create catchy
awareness messages, which are now

quently wash their hand:
touching their faces and how and when
to use this thing called the sanitiser,

P
ence and network.”
‘What is making these initiatives

‘phiets in Hi

na

the safery measures it necessitates. They
have al ded out linati

through
tractor across villages.
Th issue came up. “There

the gram panchayar office or other
such prominent places. Women can
drop in their complaints or sugges-
tions, which the field staff then acts
on. Important information or feed-
back is communicated to CIL

Ghule is a local leader in her own
right. In the past her efforts have
ensured that Beed became one of the
earliest districts of Ta 1o

girls. Appreciating her Covid-19 relief
work, the district administration has
given her 300 more kitstodistribute 1o
vulinerable families.

“When we siarted the pandemic
reliefwork, the community had no clue
that a deadly virus had shaken the
workd,” says Sharma, who has been edu-
cating them about it. She hasa]scbeen
rellingt

implement the Ghar Dogh-umne
Abhiyan, rthe stare

clothes, drink watm potions that have
i loves, i pep-

scheme for joint property
between husband and wife. Her imel

vention made it possible for 20,000
women 1o become joint owners of
their houses.

per. 1
en their immunity. And. strengthen
social solidarity in this time of physical
distancing —the way she and nietworks.
such os hers are doing.



