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CII chalks out steps to boost aquaculture exports

V SAJEEV KUMAR

Kachi, May 11

The Confederation of Indian
Industry has recommended
measures to improve the ex-
port potential of the aquacul-
ture sector in order to capture
a major share of the global
market.

The industry bady emphas-
ised the need to maintain pro-
duction through the steady
supply of seed, feed and other
inputs to achieve the object-
ive. Indian aquaculture is an
export-driven segment with
90 per cent of the production
being exported.

Feeds import

While the demand is expected
to be maintained post-
Covid19, the challenge faced
by farmers will be mainly in
terms of meeting the demand

with steady production. The
lion’s share of Indian aquacul-
ture comprises shrimp, for
which both broodstocks and
larval feeds are imported. With
the global lockdown situation,
their supply has been stalled,
which will have a significant
impact on production, CIl said
inits report.

To reduce the lag time in the
supply of broodstock, CIl has
recommended re-establishing
import of broodstock by ex-
pediting air transportation
from the US by arranging spe-
cial cargo flights.

It is pointed out that the
RGCA quarantine facility in
Chennai is shut and its hold-
ing capacity is not sufficient
for large consignments.
Hence, the imported brood-
stock should be allowed to be
taken to hatcheries directly

shrimp feed accounts for more
than 55% of the operating cost
and thereafter sampling can
be done by RGCA. On approval,
hatchery owners can be al-
lowed to use the broadstock.
In case steady supply of
broodstock and larval feed is
not ensured, the report said
that the supply of shrimp will
be heavily impacted. This will
hike up prices in both the
global and domestic markets.
Looking at the challenges
being faced by the aquaculture
segment  vis-a-vis Covid-19

crisis, CIThas also proposed im-
mediate, mid-term, and long
term measures.

Power tariff, shrimp feed
Towards improving the viabil-
ity and competitiveness of In-
dian shrimp farms, it is recom-
mended that the power tariff
be lowered to a maximum of
4.50 per unit since power
constitutes 17 per cent of the
production cost of shrimp.

Shrimp feed accounts for
more than 55 per cent of the
operating cost. It is recom-
mended that the feed subsidy
of T10 per kg of feed should be
passed on to farmers through
the feed mills based on the
production data of the farmer
or the purchase receipt of the
farmers.

Given the intensive invest-
ment and industrial-scale im-

plement usage required in
aquaculture farming, the sec-
tor should be given equivalent
status to MSMEs. This will also
allow the credit guarantee
fund trust for MSME scheme to
be applicable to aqua farmers.

India is the world's second-
largest fish producer with a
total production of 13.7 million
tonnes in 2018-19 of which 65
per cent was from inland fish-
ing. Almost 50 per cent of in-
land fish production is from
culture fisheries, which consti-
tutes 6.5 per cent of global fish
production. Shrimp accounts
for a majority share of India’s
aquaculture, which is growing
at a CAGR of 17.4 per cent over
the past three years.

As a long-term measure, CII
suggested developing an R&D
for a nuclear breeding centre
for shrimp in India.



