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“Inthe IT and ITeS (I'T ena-
bled services) sector, only 50%
staff attendance is currently
allowed, but here,the keyrule
issocial distancing. Anyestab-
lishment that can fulfil thisstip-
ulation should be allowed. It
should be on self-certification.
Itshould be amended to clarify
that e-commerce companies
for both essential as well as
non-essential commeodities are
allowed,” Cll said inits memo-
randum.

Seeking clarity on contain-
ment zones, Cllsaid that there
isaneed forfurther directions
from the government on how
tooperate withinthe zonesand
select business activity already
permitted should be allowed
eveninhotspots, Alongside, CII
maintained that the distinction
needsto be made betweenred
zonedistricts and containment
zones within the districts. “In
districts where specific con-
tainment zones have been
identified and barricaded, the

There s a need for further directions from the government on
how to operate within containment zones, Cll said.

rest of the areas in the district
should be allowed for industrial
operationin the permitted list,”
Cllsaidl. “The government may
consider reviewing/evaluating
hotspots regularly at the dis-
trict and larger city level. If
found safe, theentrepreneurial
activities may be allowed.
There is a need to define hot-
spots clearly and publish a list
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of hotspots and containment
zones on a real-time basis, If
permission isgiven tostart, and
if hotspots expand rapidly, do
firms need to close down sud-
denly? A clear guideline is
needed onthis,” it added.

The government should let
people decide what essentials
are, and it should be a level-
playing field as the earlier

guidelines allowed e-com-
merce firmstosell non-essen-
tials (that was later withdrawn)
andnot offline stores, said Arv-
ind Mediratta, managing
directorand chiefexecutiveof
Metro Cash and Carry India.

“The list of essentials needs
to be broadened to include
kitchen essen-

delays. There is also a need to
clarify that the government's
new guidelines, which merely
say “select additional activities™
have been permitted from 20
April, do not in any manner
restrict activities that were
already permitted under the
existing guidelines, unlesssuch

permitted activity

tials, stationery, Clisays falls within a noti-
computers, IT commercial fied containment
accessories, and it establishments zone.

needs to be done dealing in any CllI further said
in a fair way, and . manufacture,
phased way,” he pa;l;aged fooc,l processing, pack-
said. Mediratta, anc heverages aging, sales, mar-

whoisalso part of
Ficei's panel on
retail and internal
trade and co-chairof the food
processing committee at CII,
said such representations are
being made keeping in mind
both online and offline retail-
ers” as long as a level-playing
field is allowed.

CII said it fears states/local
authoritieswill be flooded with
anexcessivevolume of applica-
tions, which would cause

should be allowed

keting and com-
mercialestablish-
ments dealing in
any ‘packaged food and bevera-
ges’should also be allowed.
Alongside, depots, ware-
houses, stores for any ‘pack-
aged food and beverages' prod-
uctsand any other commercial
establishments related to the
same. This will also be in line
with theadvisory of the Secre-
tary, ministry of food process-
ingthe industry body said.



