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Economy
must restart
in phases: CII
co-chairman
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aushad Forbes,
co-chairman of Con-
federation of Indian

Industry (CII) Economic Affairs
Council, on Sunday said eco-
nomicactivity must resume in
an organised mannerand man-
ufacturing should be an impor-
tant launchpad.

“We need to restart in pha-
ses, wherein we start with activ-
itiesthatwe knowwe can orga-
nise inasafe and effective way.
There is reasonable evidence
that in manufacturingone can
set up processes in a very safe
way, to ensure nospread takes
place,” Forbes said, at a virtual
town hall organized by CIL

Forbes is also the co-chair-
man of Forbes Marshall Pvt.
Ltd. He was critical of the
nationwide lockdown, espe-
cially the way manulacturing
units and logistics were shut
down. " We simply stopped the
movement of trucks around the
country and said wewould fig-
ure itout later on. We needn’t
have doneitin quite souncoor-
dinated awaybecause it is tak-
ingusa huge amount of effort
torestartlogisticsacross India.”

The country had beenunder
lockdown since 25 March, with
almost all economic activity,
barring essential services, shut
till 17 May. Since last week, eco-
nomic activity resumed in
so-called green zones,and toa
large extent in orange zones.
However, in red zones of major
metros, the curbs continue.
With such large cities in red
zones, around half of India’s
economicactivity continuesto
remain shut, Forbessaid.



